Cooperative Learning Lesson Plan
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Subject(s): American History II

Topic or Unit of Study (Title): The War In The Pacific

Grade Level: 11th

Materials: graphic organizer for each group 

Summary (and Rationale): Through the use of a graphic organizer and a class discussion, students will be split into groups to discuss the reasons for and against the United States dropping the atomic bombs in Japan in 1945 in order to develop a better understanding of the US' decision.

I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge):
·	Review the previous day's material.

II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 


Objectives
Assessments
When given a discussion topic, students will defend their position as well as discuss opposing positions about why the United States chose to drop the atomic bombs on Japan in order to get a more developed understanding of the US' choice.
Students will be split into equal groups and given a graphic organizer. They will write down at least four reasons for the US dropping the bombs and at least four reasons against the US dropping the bombs. They will then present their reasons to the class and compare and contrast their answers with the other groups.



III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [time]
·	Give an overview of the US dropping the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
·	Split the students into equal groups while explaining the graphic organizer and the grading rubric.
·	Hand out a graphic organizer to each group.
·	Guide the class discussion by going group to group and 
·	At the end of class, collect the graphic organizer and 

IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance):
Students will be split in equal groups and given a graphic organizer to discuss their opinions and opposing positions on the US dropping of the atomic bombs in order to compose a better understanding of the US' actions. The teacher will be present to discussion guidance and any assistance students may need for completing their graphic organizer.

V. Closure (Plan for maintenance):
After the students have completed their graphic organizers, the teacher will lead a guided class discussion in which each group presents their reasons both for and against the US dropping the bombs.

STANDARDS:
·	AH2.H.1.1
·	AH2.H.1.2
·	AH2.H.1.3
·	AH2.H.1.4
·	AH2.H.2.1
·	AH2.H.2.2
·	AH2.H.4.1
·	AH2.H.4.2
·	AH2.H.6.1
·	AH2.H.6.2
·	AH2.H.7.1
·	AH2.H.7.2
·	AH2.H.7.3

Plans for Individual Differences:
Determine individual differences based on learning profiles which the teacher will have gathered throughout the semester. Students who are less vocal and more shy will be assigned the role of scribe. Students who have writing issues will not be forced to write and may instead be given a larger speaking role in leading both the group discussion and then the class discussion.
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